Latest Happenings In the Diocese:
Bishop John Derek Persaud ordained

Bishop of Mandeville, Jamaica

The Diocese of Mandeville has joyfully welcomed the
appointment of their new Bishop, the Most Rev. John Derek
Persaud. A priest from Georgetown, Guyana, Fr. John Persaud
was appointed as the fourth Bishop of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Mandeville on June 19, 2020 by Pope Francis. He
had served in his hometown of Guyana in the following
capacities: Administrator of the Cathedral, Judicial Vicar, Vicar
General, Vicar of Clergy, Director of Vocations and Director of
Religious Education. He has also served the wider Caribbean
Church as Judicial Vicar of the Eastern Antilles Interdiocesan
Tribunal and the
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S t f the Archbishop Kenneth Richards, D.D., anoints Bishop-
ecre ary 0 Elect, Fr. John Persaud, during the ordination rite.
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Conference.

Father John was ordained and installed at St. Paul of the Cross
Cathedral in Mandeville on September 19, 2020. Due to COVID
restrictions, fewer than eighty (80) persons were invited to attend.
The Apostolic Nuncio, Most. Rev. Fortunatus Nwachukwu, as well
as the Bishops of the Antilles Episcopal Conference, were all
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the Apostolic See to the Bishops and congregation.
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region. The Most Rev. Kenneth Richards, D.D.,
Archbishop of Kingston, presided over the
Ordination in the place of the Apostolic Nuncio.
The Bishops residing in Jamaica, Priests,
Deacons and Religious Sisters of the Diocese,
as well as a few lay persons who were working
at the function, were present. The Ordination
Mass was live-streamed on social media.

Prior to the Ordination Mass, on Sept 18, 2020,
during Evening Prayer at St. Paul of the Cross
Cathedral, Fr. John made the Profession of
Faith and Oath of Fidelity.

At the end of the Mass, B|Shop John Persaud announced Fr- John prostrates himself before the Altar during the Rite of
Ordination.

the appointment of Fr. Michael Rowe, C.P., Rector of St. y.0n crayton photo

Paul of the Cross Cathedral, as his Vicar General.



The last Bishop of el o
Mandeville, Most Rev.

Neil Tiedemann, |
served from 20 May -
2008 until July 4, —
2016. The See has§
been vacant since
that time. Archbishop
Emeritus of Kingston,
Most Rev. Charles H. &=
Dufour has been |l
serving as Apostolic
Administrator to the

Diocese in the absence of a Bishop. Top: Newly ordained Bishop John D.
Persaud stands with the priests and
deacons of the Diocese of Mandeville.
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Left: Archbishop Kenneth Richards
places the mitre on the head of
Bishop-Elect, Fr. John Persaud
during the Ordination Rite.
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Right:: L-R: The Most Rev. Charles H. Dufour,
Archbishop Emeritus of Kingston, former Apostolic
Administrator for the Diocese of Mandeville; the
Most Rev. Bishop Burchell McPherson, Bishop of
Montego Bay; the Most Rev. John D. Persaud,
Bishop of Mandeville; the Most Rev. Kenneth
Richards, Archbishop of Kingston; the Most Rev.
Donald Reece, Archbishop Emeritus of Kingston;
the Most Rev. Joseph Harris, Archbishop Emeritus
of Port-of-Spain .
Kevon Clayton photo

e |

www.mandevillediocese.org

Published by the Diocese of Mandeville
Sept 2020



